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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W" Suite 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:
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I hope the attached article offends your sense of good taste as it did mine.
The Hollywood prima donnas (who brag they will have the "F" word
on network TV in three years) continue to propose raw sewage for the
network schedules, Faced with competition for quality producers and
explicit sexual content on cable, the network executives seldom have the
courage to say "no "

Local television stations are the last filtration plant between this
Hollywood sewage and the public. In good conscience, how can
there be any doubt that the "right to reject". rule must be retained?

Sincerely
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-------------...,Top of the Wee'''If---------------

Twin Falls balks after peek at 'Morals'
By Cynthia littleton

CBS', upcnmmg Steven Boch<.:"
sitcom Puhllc Worals rna\' nO!
get a publ ic airing on the net

'Aork's afftliate In TWin Falls, ldah"
Lee Wagner. general manager of

K",rrv(T\i I Twin Falls, says it IS highly
unlikely that the ~tatlon will aIr the first
epIsode of Puhllc Morals If the net
work goes With the same verSlOn of the
,how that was sent to affiliates, along
with other new CBS shows. last month'

The comedy about New York Clt\

\lICe cops has not prompted a major out
cry from other affiliates, but the show
was discussed at the CBS affiliates meet­
ing and will be high on the agenda of the
affiliate board' s monthJy conference call
tomorrow duly 2). according to board
member Dim' Comm, general manager
of KHSL( T\ I Chico/Redding, Calif
Corbin himself made national headlines
last year when he dropped talk show
Jenny Jones because of content concerns.

Wapr says some of abe jokes and
laniuage used in the pilot go "well
beyond" the standards for broadcast
television In TWin Falls. the nation',
195th-ranked TV marker PuhjJ
Morals IS slated to air Wednesday at
9:30 p,m. ETIPT and 8:30 p.m, m Twin
Falls and other Mountain time lone
markets. Peter Schroth. CBS's senior
vice president of affiliate relations,
says questions of standards and taste
are ultimately "a local decision,"

From the 51art, CBS has 53Jd that
PuNIC .Murals ',A, III test the boundane,

III qtuatlOn
L"medle~ With
Ir, srron~ lan­
guage and
adult themes,
Bo..:h..:o faced
J simllar lon­
troversy In
!993 'Ahen a
handful of
~BC affili­
ates. includmg
the ABC out­
let In TWin
Falls, rejected the gntt: realism of hiS
acclaimed police drama "''YPD Blue,

One scene receiving a lot of atten­
tion in the PubliC Morals pilot comes
earlv on. when a female officer uses a
well-known polICe slang I,enn. refer­
ring to the vice squad as the "pussy
posse." CBS insiders sa} no deCISion
has been made on whether the pilot
will air unchanged as the first episode.

Bochco. who is co-producing the
show with Jay Tarses, has been down
thiS road before, "I remam unerly con­
v Inc'ed that the audience thIS show IS

Ilkel: t,) attrad wdl understand the
";,Jntex'" he S,iy, 'We ha've proved
over tlme that we've not been cavalier
with our expanded palette

'\'evertheless. Bochco say she's no! as
devoted to breakIng new ground with
PubltcWorals as he was three years ago
with :\'YPD Blue'ln that case. we
fought hard to create a new template for
broadcast standards." he say, "J thought
:1 was an tmporrant thing 1'0 do al the

time for the salce of the hour [drama), It\
not the same with a half-hour,"

For Wagner. the fundamental prob­
lem with Public Morals lies in what he
thinks is the mixed message CBS is
sending with the show when the network
IS positioning itself as bemg respoosl\ e
to parental concerns "\\'by create 'the
unpression) that we' re America', T\'

. network," Wagner says. "and then have
I a show that is diametrically opposed to

that position')"
KHSL'S Corbin doubts that many

other CBS affiliates will baIk at Pub/It
Worals. \1ost share Wagner " OP{I'

TlISm about the general directIOn the
network IS heading after Its merger lasl
year with Westinghouse Electric Co,

"The lion's share of .1ur \meup fits
the 'Welcome Home' [promotIOnal
campaign] like J glove," says Chns
Ender. CBS VP, media relations. "But
we also value diver,lly Puhlic
""orals IS an edgy, adult series that we
think] is scheduled responsibly' _


